6	ROMESH  CHUNDER  DUTT
Rasamoy's son Govin Chundcr and his nephew Soshee
Chimdcr developed these traits further. According to
Romesh Dutt, early in his life Govin Chundcr "had pub-
lished a volume of English vciscs; and these productions,
together with some poems written by his cousin Soshee
Chunder Duti, icceived the well-deserved compliment of a
favourable review in the Blackwoods Magazine in England.
Two of the most remarkable scions of the Dutt family,
however, were the two daughters of Govin Chunder, Aru
Dutt and Tom Dutt, both of whom died in their early
twenties. Toru Dutt's main work, A Sheaf Gleaned in
Fiench Fields, was a rendering in English of the French
Ivrics of the romantic school, of which the well-known critic,
Edmund Gosse, said that "if modern Fiench literature were
entirely lost, it might not be found impossible to reconstruct
a great number of poems from the Indian version." The
Ancient Ballads of Hindusthan and other poems earned
equal praise from Edmund Gosse, so that when Toru Dutt
died he wrote •
"It is difficult to exaggerate when we try to estimate
what we have lost by the premature death of Toru Dutt,
Literature has no honours which need have been beyond
the grasp of a girl, who at the age of twenty-one, and in
languages separated from her own by so deep a chasm,
had produced so much of lasting worth",
Romesh Chunder's father was Isan Chunder, but he died
in an accident when Romesh Dutt was about thirteen years
old. His uncle Soshee Chundcr acted as his guardian and
had a profound influence on Romesh Chunder, Both Isan
Chunder and Soshee Chunder were products of Hindu Col-
lege. Isan Chunder's essays and poems, written while he
was a student of Hindu College, were published after bis
death and showed love for literary pursuits. He studied
medicine, but later took up appointment under Government

